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Kangaroo Island Catholic Community
(Part of the Fleurieu and Kangaroo Island Cluster of Catholic Parishes)

FIRST READING
Isaiah 55:6-9
Seek the Lord while he 
is still to be found, call 
to him while he is still 
near.
Let the wicked man 
abandon his way, the 
evil man his thoughts.
Let him turn back to the 
Lord who will take pity 
on him, to our God who 
is rich in forgiving; for 
my thoughts are not 
your thoughts, my ways 
not your ways – it is the 
Lord who speaks.
Yes, the heavens are as 
high above earth as my 
ways are above your 
ways, my thoughts 
above your thoughts.

RESPONSORIAL 
PSALM
Ps 144:2-3, 8-9, 17-18
The Lord is near to all who call him.

SECOND READING
Philippians 1:20-24, 27
Christ will be glorified in my body, 
whether by my life or by my death. 
Life to me, of course, is Christ, but 
then death would bring me 
something more; but then again, if 
living in this body means doing 
work which is having good results – 
I do not know what I should choose. 
I am caught in this dilemma: I want 
to be gone and be with Christ, which 
would be very much the better, but 
for me to stay alive in this body is a 
more urgent need for your sake.
  
Avoid anything in your everyday 
lives that would be unworthy of the 
gospel of Christ.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Acts 16:14
Alleluia, alleluia!
Open our hearts, O Lord,
to listen to the words of your Son.
 Alleluia!

GOSPEL
Matthew 20:1-16
Jesus said to his disciples: ‘The 
kingdom of heaven is like a 
landowner going out at daybreak to 
hire workers for his vineyard. He 
made an agreement with the workers 
for one denarius a day, and sent them 
to his vineyard. Going out at about 
the third hour he saw others standing 
idle in the market place and said to 
them, “You go to my vineyard too 
and I will give you a fair wage.” So 
they went. At about the sixth hour 
and again at about the ninth hour, he 
went out and did the same. Then at 
about the eleventh hour he went out 
and found more men standing round, 
and he said to them, “Why have you 
been standing here idle all day?” 
“Because no one has hired us” they 
answered. He said to them, “You go 
into my vineyard too.” In the 
evening, the owner of the vineyard 
said to his bailiff, “Call the workers 
and pay them their wages, starting 
with the last arrivals and ending with 
the first.” So those who were hired at  
about the eleventh hour came 
forward and received one denarius 
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KANGAROO ISLAND
CATHOLIC PARISH
Parish House: 22 Giles Street, 
KINGSCOTE, SA 5223
Phone: 8553 2132
Postal address: PO Box 749, 
KINGSCOTE, SA 5223
Email: cphkings@adam.com.au
Web: www.kicatholic.org.au

NOARLUNGA DOWNS 
CATHOLIC PRESBYTERY
Phone: 8382 1717

PARISH TEAM CONTACTS
Fr Charles Gauci (Parish Priest -
involved in another ministry in 2017)
Fr Tony Telford-Sharp (Parish 
Administrator - 8382 1717)
Fr Peter Zwaans (Associate Priest)
Fr Josy Sebastian (A/P - 0452 524 169)

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL
Mr Peter Clark (8559 5131)

PARISH NEWSLETTER 
Mrs Annette Roestenburg 
(8553 8281; rostie2@bigpond.com)
(All items for the newsletter must be 
received no later than Wednesday 
evening.)

MASS CENTRES 
• KINGSCOTE: Our Lady of 

Perpetual Help, Cnr Giles/Todd Sts 
Sunday - 9.30am

• PARNDANA: Uniting Church, 
Cook Street 
2nd and 4th Sunday - 3.00pm

• PENNESHAW: St Columba’s 
Anglican Church, Cnr North 
Terrace and Fourth Street 
1st Sunday - 2.00pm

SPONSORSHIP
KANGAROO ISLAND 
TRANSFERS (0427 887 575) 
generously donate transport for our 
visiting Priests.

CHILD PROTECTION
Child Protection Unit 8210 8159
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CATHOLIC CHARITIES 

Catherine House 

Cindy is a 40 year old mother of two who 
suffered extensive domestic violence at the 
hands of her ex-husband.  To cope, she turned 
to drugs and alcohol.  She left her husband in 
2014 and was in and out of violent relationships.  
Her children chose to stay with their father, as 
to them he was their only stability- with their 
mum they had only experienced constant 
instability due to the violence and substance 
use.  Cindy came to Catherine House Emergency 
program just over a year ago.  She then moved 
to their transitional accommodation where she 
focused on staying clean, becoming job ready 
and rebuilding the relationship with her 
children.  Cindy recently commenced 
employment in administration and is about to 
move into independent, long term housing with 
her children who have chosen to come and live 
with her. 

“Catherine House has given me a safe 
environment to learn and apply new skills and 
tools, to live a new life without DV and 
addiction” - Cindy 
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SEPTEMBER  ANNIVERSARIES 

Frank Berden, Mary Bowery, Terrence 
Browne, Gwen Caldicott, Audrey Carslake, 
Peg Dow, Thomas Drane, Christopher 
Glynn, Loretta Hartley, Catherine Hughes, 
Patrick Hughes, Pearl Malycha, Elvie 
Meaney, Dean Larcombe, Julia Martienses, 
Eeileen Morris, Reginald Pahl, Maise 
Rooney, Vera Shannon, James Smith and 
all the faithful departed. 

 

Prayers for the Sick 
Please pray for  Marj and Jimmy Browne, 
Denice Carter, Diane Florenance, Charles 
& Sue Gorman, John Lavers, Elijah & 
Magenta Laundy and family, Ben Martin, 
Janice Mills, Philip McDonald, Peter 
Murray, Darren Morris, Mick Muller Jill 
Oldfield, Margaret Rich, Bill 
Roestenburg, Peter Smith, Linda Tippett, 
Greg Turner, Patrick Walsh and                   
Rob Wilkinson. 

  May they know the healing love of 
Christ through our actions and His 
healing presence 

 Just  
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PARISH NOTICES –24/09/17 

1. Thank you to Fr Tony for saying Mass today. 
 

2. Next Sunday Fr Peter will say Mass. 
 

3. Guild Meeting-9-30 on Monday 25th 
September. All most welcome. 
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OUR STRUGGLE 
WITH RICHES

A number of years ago I attended a 
funeral. The man to whom we were 
saying goodbye had enjoyed a full 
and rich life. He’d reached the age of 
90 and was respected for having 
been both successful and 
honest.  But he’d always been a 
strong man, a natural leader, a man 
who took charge of things.  He’d had 
a good marriage, raised a large 
family, been successful in business, 
and held leadership roles in various 
civic and church organizations. He 
was a man who commanded respect 
although he was sometimes feared 
for his strength.

His son, a priest, was presiding at his 
funeral. He began his homily this 
way: “Scripture tells us that seventy 
is the sum of a man’s years, eighty 
for those who are strong. Now, our 
dad lived for ninety years. Why the 
extra ten years? Well, it’s no mystery 
really. It took God an extra ten years 
to mellow him out! He was too 
strong and cantankerous to die at 
eighty! But during the last ten years 
of his life he suffered a series of 
massive diminishments. His wife 
died, he never got over that. He had 
a stroke, he never got over that. He 
had to be moved into an assisted 
living complex, he never got over 
that. All these diminishments did 
their work. By the time he died, he 
could take your hand and say: ‘Help 
me’. He couldn’t say that from the 
time he could tie his own shoelaces 
until those last years. He was finally 
ready for heaven. Now when he met 
St Peter at the gates of heaven he 
could say: ‘Help me!’ rather than tell 
St Peter how he might better 
organize things.”

This story can help us understand 
Jesus’ teaching that the rich find it 
difficult to enter the kingdom of 
heaven while little children enter it 
quite naturally. We tend to 
misunderstand both why the rich 

find it hard to enter the kingdom and 
why little children enter it more 
easily.

Why do little children enter the 
kingdom quite naturally?  In 
answering this we tend to idealize 
the innocence of little children, 
which can indeed be striking.  But 
that’s not what Jesus is holding up as 
an ideal here, an ideal of innocence 
which for us adults is impossible in 
any case. It’s not the innocence of 
children that Jesus praises; rather it’s 
the fact that children have no illusion 
of self-sufficiency. Children have no 
choice but to know their 
dependence. They’re not self-
sufficient and know that they cannot 
provide for themselves. If someone 
doesn’t feed them they go hungry. 
They need to say, and to say it often: 
“Help me!”

It’s generally the opposite for adults, 
especially if we’re strong, talented, 
and blessed with sufficient wealth. 
We easily nurse the illusion of self-
sufficiency. In our strength we more 
naturally forget that we need others, 
that we’re not self-reliant.

The lesson here isn’t that riches are 
bad.  Riches, be that money, talent, 
intelligence, health, good looks, 
leadership skills, or flat-out strength, 
are gifts from God. They’re good. 
It’s not riches that block us from 
entering the kingdom. Rather it’s the 
danger that, having them, we will 
more easily also have the illusion 
that we’re self-sufficient. We 
aren’t.  As Thomas Aquinas points 
out by the very way he defines God 
(as Esse Subsistens – Self-sufficient 
Being) only God does not needs 
anyone or anything else. The rest of 
us do, and little children more easily 
grasp this than do adults, especially 
strong and gifted adults.

Moreover the illusion of self-
sufficiency often spawns another 
danger: Riches and the comfort they 

bring, as we see in the parable of the 
rich man who has a beggar at his 
door, can make us blind to the plight 
and hunger of the poor. That’s one of 
the dangers in not being hungry 
ourselves. In our comfort, we tend 
not to see the poor.

And so it’s not riches themselves 
that are bad. The moral danger in 
being rich is rather the illusion of 
self-sufficiency that seems to forever 
accompany riches. Little children 
don’t suffer this illusion, but the 
strong do. That’s the danger in being 
rich, money-wise or otherwise.

How do we minimize that danger?
By being generous with our riches. 
Luke’s Gospel, while being the 
Gospel that’s hardest on the rich is 
also the Gospel that makes most 
clear that riches aren’t bad in 
themselves. God is rich. But God is 
prodigiously generous with that 
richness.  God’s generosity, as we 
learn from the parables of Jesus, is 
so excessive that it’s scandalous. It 
upsets our measured sense of 
fairness. Riches are good, but only if 
they’re shared. In Luke’s Gospel, 
Jesus praises the generous rich but 
warns the hoarding rich. Generosity 
is Godlike, hoarding is antithetical to 
heaven.

And so from the time we learn to tie 
our own shoelaces until the various 
diminishments of life begin to strip 
away the illusion of self-sufficiency, 
riches of all kinds constitute a 
danger. We must never unlearn the 
words: “Help me!”

You can read, or download, Ron 
Rolheiser’s weekly columns from his 
website at: www.ronrolheiser.com
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Ron Rolheiser column
Ronald Rolheiser, a Roman Catholic priest and member of the Missionary Oblates of 
Mary Immaculate, is president of the Oblate School of Theology in San Antonio, Texas. 
He is a community-builder, lecturer and writer. His books are popular throughout the 
English-speaking world and his weekly column is carried by more than sixty 
newspapers worldwide.
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each. When the first came, they 
expected to get more, but they too 
received one denarius each. They 
took it, but grumbled at the 
landowner. “The men who came 
last” they said “have done only one 
hour, and you have treated them the 
same as us, though we have done a 
heavy day’s work in all the heat.” He 
answered one of them and said, “My 
friend, I am not being unjust to you; 
did we not agree on one denarius? 
Take your earnings and go. I choose 
to pay the last comer as much as I 
pay you. Have I no right to do what I 
like with my own? Why be envious 
because I am generous?” Thus the 
last will be first, and the first, last.’

DID YOU KNOW?
• In the Greco-Roman world, casual 

labourers used to gather in the 
agora or town-square waiting for 
employers to hire them.
 

• In the early Church there was 
sometimes a jealousy between 
those who had believed in the 
risen Christ from the earliest days 
and thus suffered persecution for 
their faith and those, especially 
Gentiles, who came to belief later 
on. 

 
EXPLORING THE WORD

This gospel offers yet another 
challenge to human ideas about what  
is just and reveals the generosity of 
God. The Master makes a point of 
having those who came last, paid 
first. One must imagine the queue, 
with the newly arrived workers at 
the head and those tired from a full 
day’s labour watching as the late-
comers are paid in full. In many 
ways, the audience is drawn into 
sharing their disappointment and 
indignation. If those employed early 
had been at the head of the queue, 
they would have gone off happy 
with their contracted wage. The 
problem arises only when they see 
the late-comers reaping the same 
reward. This is an indication of a 

(Continued from page 1)REGULAR MASS TIMES IN
OUR CLUSTER CHURCHES

ALDINGA 
Mary of Galilee, the First Disciple 

cnr Quinliven and How Roads
Saturday 5.30pm
Tuesday 9.15am 

GOOLWA
St John the Apostle, 10-14 Gardiner St

Sunday 9.00am
Wednesday 9.30am

KINGSCOTE 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help, 
cnr Todd and Giles Streets

Sunday 9.30am

NOARLUNGA
St Luke, the Evangelist, 

cnr Honeypot Rd and Goldsmith Dve
Saturday 6.00pm
Sunday 9.00am

1st, 3rd Sundays 11am (Spanish Mass)
2nd Sunday 2.00pm (Filipino Mass) 

Sunday (Youth Mass) 5.30pm
Monday 9.00am
Tuesday 9.00am 

Tuesday 1st week 9.00am and 9.45am
(later Mass followed by Tuesday Chats) 

Wednesday 7.30pm
Thursday 9.00am (St John’s School)

Friday 10.00am

NORMANVILLE
St Peter, Cape Jervis Road

1st, 3rd, 5th Sundays 10.30am
2nd, 4th Sundays 8.30am

1st Friday 6.00pm

PARNDANA
2nd, 4th Sunday 3.00pm

PENNESHAW
St Columba, North Terrace 

(shared with Anglicans)
1st Sunday 2.00pm

SEAFORD
Seaford Ecumenical Mission, 

Grand Bvd
Sunday 10.45am

Wednesday 9.00am

VICTOR HARBOR
St Joan of Arc, 30 Seaview Road

Saturday 6.00pm
Sunday 11.00am
Tuesday 9.00am
Thursday 9.00am

Friday (other than 1st) 9.00am
1st Friday 11.30am

WILLUNGA
St Joseph, 12 St Judes Street
1st, 3rd, 5th  Sundays 8.30am

2nd, 4th Sundays 10.30am
Wednesday 9.00am
Thursday 9.00am

Friday 9.00am

problem which has arisen in 
Matthew’s community. Those 
Jewish Christians who have risked 
all and believed from the beginning, 
are now seeing the new-comers to 
faith being offered the same reward. 
Jesus’ answer is simple: the 
kingdom is God’s. God can do as he 
likes and what God chooses is to 
welcome all and offer reward to all 
who come to belief, no matter at 
what stage.

LIVING THE WORD
The ‘vineyard’ in the Hebrew 
Scriptures always referred to Israel, 
the people of God, while the 
‘master’ was God himself. This 
parable would have been clearly 
understood to be about being 
gathered into God’s people and who 
was welcomed into the kingdom. 
The unbounded generosity of God is 
highlighted.

• In what ways are we able to offer 
generosity to new-comers in our 
parish or local area? 

• What welcoming ministries exist 
in our parish for those who move 
into the area or for new migrants? 
 

• Who are the people in our society 
who are in need of generosity and 
welcome? 

THIS WEEK’S READINGS
( 25 September - 1 October)

• Monday, 25: Weekday, Ord Time 25 
(Ezra 1:1-6; Lk 8:16-18)

• Tuesday, 26: Weekday, Ord Time 25 
(Ezra 6:7-8, 12, 14-20; Lk 8:19-21)

• Wednesday, 27: St Vincent de Paul 
(Ezra 9:5-9; Lk 9:1-6)

• Thursday, 28: Weekday, Ord Time 
25 (Haggai 1:1-8; Lk 9:7-9)

• Friday, 29: Sts Michael Gabriel, 
Raphael (Dan 7:9-10, 13-14; Jn 
1:47-51)

• Saturday, 30: St Jerome (Zech 2:5-9, 
14-15; Lk 9:43-45)

• Sunday 1: 26th SUNDAY in 
ORDINARY TIME (Ezek 18:25-28; 
Phil 2:1-11; Mt 21:28-32)

PASTORAL CARE
If you (or someone you know) is house-bound, in hospital or in residential care and 

would appreciate a visit from a Priest or someone from the Parish, please let us know. 
Contact: Noarlunga/Seaford (8382 1717), Willunga (0488 287 552), 

Victor Harbor/Goolwa (0429 098 802), Kangaroo Island (0418 819 078).
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